
DESPITE grey skies instead of the hoped for

sunshine, and surrounded by an exotic array of

scarecrows, the residents of Little Chalfont turned

out in force to support Village Day 2016.

The day kicked off with 136 people joining in the Fun

Run in Westwood Park, which has now raised

thousands of pounds for the Neuroblastoma Society

and the local community. A warm-up was added this

year, kindly orchestrated by Gabriel of Zumba Fitness. 

The organisers would also like to thank Citygate

Chalfont, who very generously matched the takings,

and Tesco Express who donated bottles of water and

energising snacks for all the runners.

Once again a wonderful variety of food  was available

from stalls including Robertson’s, Rex Bakery,

Shahins, the White Lion pub and Filippetto’s.  

Village Day brings community together
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The WI, Tax Assist and Dr Challoner’s High School provided teas and
coffees and the Pimms from Little Chalfont Primary School PTA proved
as popular as ever.

On the green, Peter Cobden  provided the mainstay of music and sang a range
of classics. The Dog Show proved very popular, with category prizes for
Waggiest Tail, Shiniest Coat and Cutest Face. From among these winners
Bramley was chosen as Best in Show. 

Blossom Ballet, country dancers from Little Chalfont Primary School and
Amersham Taekwondo students put on super displays. 

Upper Cut Chalfont won the Build-a-Scarecrow competition, with Little
Chalfont Primary School winning the junior group and individual sections. The
childrens art competition held in the Village Hall followed the scarecrow
theme. The winners will be awarded trophies and many prizes will be handed
out thanks to the generosity of The Entertainer.

The bake-off this year was judged by Rex Bakery owner Glenn Stephens, who
also donated the winning prize of a basket of products from the shop, and
Anaya won the children’s prize, which was also donated by The Entertainer

Station Approach held a
Battle of the Bands,
organized by the Craft
Beer Shop, with local
band Dystopian
headlining. 

The programme prize
draw saw four lucky
winners each win dinner
for two, kindly donated
by the White Lion pub.

Little Chalfont
Community Association
is grateful to everyone
who helped out, all the
local businesses and
everyone who came for
making this a really
enjoyable day for all.

Little Chalfont

Community Library
Since the new computer suite was officially opened

on 14 May by our MP Cheryl Gillan it has been

business as usual in the Community Library.

That means lending out our great collection of

books (we spend £7,000 every year on new stock)

but it also includes a host of other activities. 

We have a Knit and Knatter group that meets every

Monday, regular film shows, computer classes, book

reading groups, Play Cantonese (a children’s session

conducted in Cantonese) and a number of one off

sessions such as knitting classes for children. This is

in addition to running fundraising events to help

cover our £20,000 per annum running costs and

letting the library outside of opening hours to

various community groups.

We couldn’t carry out any of our activities without

the support of our unpaid volunteers (we have no

paid staff) but more help would be welcome for two

specific activities. We need volunteers to help set up

and run a weekly session for pre-school children.

This would probably involve storytime, craft work

and singing. We also need a volunteer gardener or

gardeners to keep the shrubberies in front of the

library neat and tidy. It’s a relatively small area but it

could look beautiful with some effort from someone

with a little time to spare each week. If you are able

to help with either of these activities please contact

Jim Brooks by email: jimbrooksmbe@gmail.com or

calling him on 01628  664812.
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THE Little Chalfont Nature Park is now open and

ready to welcome visitors.

This special amenity close to the village centre is an

area of space and tranquility that is sure to become a

popular destination especially during the spring and

summer months.

It will be open 365 days a year, from dawn until dusk.

Each month there will be different things to see and

learn and details will be posted on the notice board at

the entrance to the park.

If you have yet to visit, go to the park’s website

www.naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk and download a

Home Page link to a self-guided tour.

Alternatively take one of the printed guides  from the

leaflet-holder in the outside lobby of the Community

Library. 

***

THE park was officially inaugurated on Saturday 11th

June. While it is for everyone to use, regardless of age

or ability, it will be of particular benefit to children and

it was they who formally opened the park. 

A group of children from the village, including

representatives of the uniformed organisations, provided

a guard of honour to Evie Vennix, Head Girl of Dr

Challoner’s High School, who formally cut the ribbon

to mark the event.

***

IN addition to some semi-natural ancient woodland,

there is a rare meadow of grass and wild flowers. Some

97% of such meadow has been lost from the UK and

both need to be conserved. They will be a valuable

learning resource and attraction to birds and wildlife -

not to mention the bees, butterflies and many other

‘mini beasties’.

There are newly planted heritage cherry and fruit trees,

specially carved wooden benche ,s a storytelling area and

even an area set aside to picnic.

But make this a journey of self-discovery by visiting on

a regular basis.

Nature Park

open for all

We are pleased to report that on the 1st June, the

Parish Council took on the operation and

maintenance of the Nature Park, under a 99-

year lease, granted by the Little Chalfont

Charitable Trust. As it is very much a community

facility, the Parish Council will be supported by

a Management Group and we are looking for

people who are eager to assist in helping to

secure the future of this very special facility.

PICTURED FROM TOP:

The entrance to the Nature Park, off the approach to 

Dr Challoner’s High School. Evie Vennix and the children

supporting her.

If you would like to know more please contact 

Roger Funk on

communitypark@btinterent.com

or the Parish Clerk on

clerk@littlechalfont-pc.gov.uk

or 01494 766655

�
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THE FUTURE

The project to create the park has not yet been

completed. The Little Chalfont Charitable Trust is

still looking to raise about £100,000, so that hard-

surfaced paths can be laid and additional features

can be created. These include a sensory area,

sensory sculptures in carved wood and a natural

play facility constructed of oak logs. Details of how

this will be achieved will be covered in in a separate

Nature Park Newsletter in the near future.

Fairy toadstools, picnic
tables or benches
bookended by
watchful owls – the
nature park offers a
variety of seating
options for those who
simply want to relax
and enjoy the peace.

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

AFTER six years as chairman of Little Chalfont Parish

Council, Brian Drew decided not stand for 

re-election in the new council year. He will, however, remain a

parish councillor, so his invaluable experience will not be lost.

Along with others, he successfully campaigned for a separate Little

Chalfont Parish Council, and subsequently served on this since it

was founded in May 2007. After becoming chairman in 2009,

Brian achieved many things for the village including the opening

of the children’s playground at Westwood Park and the installation

of the War Memorial by the village green.  Brian has also been a

strong supporter of the idea for a new community centre for the

village and the creation of the nature park.Following Brian’s

announcement, a new chairman was duly elected at the parish

council meeting on 11 May, and we are delighted to announce that

the previous vice chairman, Councillor Gill Roberts, has taken on

this demanding role. We wish her every success for the future.

Annual Parish Meeting  - Little Chalfont Parish Council held its annual parish meeting in the village hall on 25 May.  Two guest

speakers were  invited to address those attending on topics of interest to the local residents.  Marc Lister gave an engaging speech on

the First Responder system.  The system works with local trained volunteers who are on call to deal with emergencies such as cardiac

arrest and are trained to help the patient until the ambulance arrives.  There was a good deal of interest from attendees. If anyone

would like further information on the First Responder system, please contact the Parish Office on 01494 766655.  Matthew Bailes, the

Group Chief Executive of Paradigm Homes, gave an interesting talk about Paradigm housing in the local area and the challenges and

plans which are occurring locally.  Our new Chairman, Cllr Gill Roberts, gave a review of the past year in the parish council including

grass cutting and associated tasks, issues of parking and speeding, the Local Plan and developments in Nightingales Corner.  Cllr

Roberts then discussed some forthcoming events and issues which will face the council in the year ahead.

Nightingales Corner – A number of improvements for Nightingales Corner have taken place.  A grant from the Local Area Forum has

helped with this project.  New bollards have been fitted around the area, some old ones have been repainted, and the new village sign,

with hanging baskets, has now been erected.  In addition, the large bush at the entrance to Burtons Lane has been removed.  A new

planter will shortly be in position and we are grateful to Flower Boutique for agreeing to supply the plants which will help to make

this area so much more attractive.

New ‘trim trail’ for Westwood Park -  A new ‘trim trail’ has recently been installed at Westwood Park. You will be able to use the pull

and press bars, monkey bars and a sit up bench. The equipment, ordered by the parish council, will be located adjacent to the 1,000

metre running line, which covers a circuit of the playing fields at the park. We hope that this will cater for a range of different types of

exercises.

Hedging -   A survey of hedging in the village will be taking place shortly.  This is part of the parish council’s responsibilities which

have been taken over from Bucks County Council and include verge cutting, hedging and footpath maintenance, among other issues.

If your hedge is found to be encroaching over the footpath you may receive a letter asking you to attend to it.

A place for all seasons at

the heart of our village
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Community Association Updates

Emerging Local Plan

CHILTERN and South Bucks District Councils have

announced the planned dates for the start of the Consultation

on their Preferred Options for the Emerging Local Plan.

Subject to details being confirmed by the joint Cabinets on 12th

October, it is expected that the Preferred Options Consultation

will start on 31 October 2016 and close at 5pm on 12th December

2016.

It is understood that the Consultation will be limited to

development options in the Green Belt that the councils consider

could be taken forward in the Local Plan to help meet

development needs. The Consultation responses will then help

inform decisions on the draft Local Plan, on which a further

consultation is expected in March/April 2017.

The councils also intend to hold exhibitions across the two

Districts in the first weeks of the Consultation and the likely date

for Little Chalfont is Saturday 19th November – 9.00am to 12

noon in the Little Chalfont Village Hall. We are expecting this

exhibition to also be available to residents of Chalfont St Giles.

As with the Consultation held earlier this year, the Coordination

Group (formed jointly by the Little Chalfont Parish Council and

the Little Chalfont Community Association to make

recommendations on the Emerging Local Plan) will make an

assessment of the Preferred Options Consultation proposals as

soon as the document becomes available. Consideration will then

be given to a consultation with our community and/or to further

public meetings, as required.

Donkey Field Development

THE Harvard Grange development is on schedule to be

completed by the end of December this year.

One house is already occupied and we understand that a further

11 (of the 27 houses and apartments) have been sold. The 18

affordable dwellings are being managed by Hightown Homes

and five of these will be available for shared ownership, where

50% or more of a dwelling can be bought outright and the

balance covered by a rental arrangement with Hightown Homes.

Land to the west of Stony Lane,
Outline Planning Application

THANK-YOU to all who submitted comments; there were

354 responses.

At the time of going to print, the date when the application will

be decided by the Chiltern District Council Planning Committee

is not known but we anticipate that it may be later in July. We

will report the outcome on the LCCA website, as soon as it is

known and separately advise the Association’s members.

Waste Transfer Station

THERE is still no news on the issuing of the Planning

Approval Notice by Bucks County Council (BCC) and the

expiry date for its issue has been extended until 31st July

2016.

Since the last update in the parish council’s newsletter, an

application has been lodged with BCC by Veolia ES Landfill

Limited for an extensive waste management facility at Wapseys

Wood, Gerrards Cross. 

This is a present Landfill facility used by the county, which is

reaching capacity and which, in any event, is due to cease

operations at the end of 2017 as part of the waste management

strategy.

The appearance of this application has come as a surprise, not

least as it was understood that the site would not be available for

any waste facility after it was due to close and it creates confusion

on where such a facility fits within the overall strategy. 

The proposals include a waste transfer operation and if the

application is approved, it could remove the need for the waste

transfer station in London Road, Amersham.

Irrespective of the above news, we are aware that the group of

concerned residents (known as The Wasters) have been seeking

legal advice on whether or not BCC’s Development Control

Committee followed the correct process when it approved the

planning application for the WTS at London Road and we

understand that it has decided to apply for a Judicial Review, as

and when the Planning Approval Notice is issued.

For those of you willing to support this proposed action, more

details of this legal action, what is involved and the type of

support can be found on the protest group’s website 

www.no-amersham-wts.org/ 

Land at the end of Chenies Parade

WHILE there is still no definitive date for the start of this

development, there is an indication that it could be during

August.

The Parish Council and the Association are in touch with the

developers and the directors have agreed to meet with our

representatives and those of the shopkeepers, with a view to

reaching agreement on the proposed Construction Management

Plan, before it is submitted to Chiltern District Council for

approval.

As indicated in earlier newsletters, the objective is to keep the

inevitable inconvenience and disruption to a minimum.
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Brownies and Guides

Brownies launch 
‘Art Attack’ to 

mark centenary
2016 is not only the year of Her Majesty The

Queen’s 90th birthday – it is also the 100th

Anniversary of  Girl Guiding’s Senior Section

(i.e. young women aged 14-25 years). To mark

this a special occasion a badge has been

produced called Mission Spectacular.

Our Brownies have been working towards the

badge which has involved a variety of activities

including an “Art Attack” which involves re-

creating the badge, fire-lighting (including

toasting marshmallows) and a challenge

requiring close teamwork. 

For this the Brownies had to build a tower of

cups without touching them, using  an  elastic

band and some string. 

One group were so good they built and re-built

their tower several times and then asked for more

cups to try and build an even bigger tower.

The Brownies are also trying to give out 100

Compliments, so if you know a Brownie, I hope

they have remembered to give one to you! 

It has been a fun badge so far and the Brownies

are looking forward to having a Millions of

Muscles Olympic evening and a celebratory

party.

Tawny Owl

Girl Guiding in Little Chalfont
We are really fortunate in Little Chalfont to have Rainbows, Brownies,

Guides and Rangers Units meaning that nearly 150 local girls can experience

a huge range of activities every week. The success of these units is down to a

group of wonderful people who give up their time for the girls with never-

ending energy and enthusiasm. 

So why on earth do we do it?

I personally started Guiding in Little Chalfont 20 years ago this year, and before

that I had been a Guide Guider in Watford. I began because like many young

people I lived in a place where I knew very few people as I commuted in and out

of London every day. I craved a sense of ‘community’. Guiding certainly brings

that and I would urge any of you to have a think about volunteering.

We simply do what we do because we enjoy it, we have fun and we love watching

the girls develop and grow. It makes us smile and laugh out loud.

We would love to hear from you if you want to join us.

Julie Pickard

District Commissioner Chenies and Chalfont District

DR CHALLONER’S FESTIVE DIARY DATE

Following  the huge success of its inaugural Christmas

Fayre last year, Dr Challoner’s High School invites you to

join the school community again on 22 November from 

11:00 – 3:00pm for some festive fun and 

fund-raising activities.

Last year’s Fayre was opened by guest of honour and

former pupil Fern Britton and raised more than £13,000.

It was a hugely enjoyable day for everyone and proceeds

helped fund a new Courtyard Café that opened in June.
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Family first for 

Tennis Club

WI scarecrows add colour to Village Day

LITTLE CHALFONT Tennis Club held its first ever Quorn Family Tennis Cup in May.

Parents played with their children against other pairs. The winners then went on to
Nottingham where they played other venue winners and met many pro players including
Madison Keys and Caroline Wozniacki.

Our Head Coach, Colin Williams, is also halfway through his Tennis For Kids programme,
where he is introducing 30 new children to tennis and will again be running Summer Camps
at the Club (Pavilion Way, off Elizabeth Avenue). 

For details, please contact Colin on 07939 978541 or email him at cozza444@hotmail.com

THE Scarecrow Competition organised by Little Chalfont

Evening WI for Village Day was a great success with around

18 scarecrows of all shapes and sizes on display.

Entries came from Little Chalfont School, Chalfont Valley

Academy, the Rainbows , various local businesses and

organisations as well as the two we made. 

The winners were Year 2, from Little Chalfont School and Upper

Cut .

Thanks must go to Brian Drew and Pat Poole, Vice Chairman of

Bucks Federation of WIs, who judged the competition.The

refreshments in the Village Hall were popular as usual and items

on the craft stall also sold well.

The money we raise helps fund various community projects

including the planting and care of the Village flowerbed which

the WI continues to do. Judging by the comments we get when

working on the flowerbed, this seems to be much appreciated.

Why not come and join us in the Village Hall on the second

Tuesday of every month except August - you would be most

welcome. Telephone Gill Glover on 763879 or have a look at

www.facebook.com/littlechalfonteveningwi

Chess Valley 
Churches

WHAT a great Village Day; the rain

stayed away and Little Chalfont was

bustling with activity.  A lovely

feeling of community – well done

everyone!

Chess Valley Churches Together had a

wonderful pitch opposite Tesco and

were pleased to have many families

visit them for kids games   and to chat

about the St. George’s Church re-

development plans.

The ‘rat’ was ‘whacked’, the hoops

thrown, and balls pitched skillfully into

the bucket, thanks to everyone who

joined in the fun – even some adults

tried their hand

Our next community event is the

Pavilion Family Craft Days in

Westwood Park during August on

Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

For more Village Day photos, go to

www.littlechalfont.org.uk and follow

the link on the Home Page.



LITTLE CHALFONT COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

NOT A MEMBER?

• Did you respond to Chiltern District Council 

Local Plan Consultation?

• Do you object to the potential changes to our 

Green Belt?

• Support the continuing fight by joining the 

Little Chalfont Community Association

today!

• Have you had a chance to explore our new amenity in the centre of the village?

• Did you donate ££ to purchase the land or help with the work involved in developing this 

delightful attraction?

• Then support the Little Chalfont Community Association the driving force which made 

this possible.

Subscription Rates: £22 for 5 YEARS                £10 for 2YEARS                    £5 for 1 YEAR.

Each subscription entitles up to two adults per household to be members with the Association’s year

running from 1 January to 31 December. £22 will cover you to December 2020.

Little Chalfont Community Association

I/we wish to join the Association and enclose a cheque payable to LCCA for £……… covering my/our subscription 

for …… years.  Send to Adrian Lockyer, Membership Co-ordinator, LCCA, 16 Linfields, Little Chalfont, HP7 9QH.

Name(s)………………………………………………………………………………………….

Address……………………………………………………………………………….………….

e-mail………………………………………………..……………………………………………

I/we confirm that I/we wish to receive future communications from the Little Chalfont Community Association by e-mail. (It

is our policy that all distributions by email are sent on a blind copy basis.)

To pay online, download an application from http://www.littlechalfont.org.uk/About.html

Interested in helping

for a few hours a year?

(please tick this box)

�


